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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND ABE FORTAS 
(to Mr. Fort**) 
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. pro* rate on the Court ? 


Too air. . . and Pro been trying to handle thin with the great cat tact »i^ 

*° the way we worked it eut is that Nick and the Solicitor General are gain* 
to call on the Chief Justice. , see instead of my doing it. . 

Well we need it right quick, though, been nee they're already aaneeadng if 
in the Howe and Senate and all »m the damned place and we need to talk 
to the leaders. . .like ta lking into a big microphone. . 

I know. And that's why 1 asked Nick to get over there right away. .1 talked 
to him this morning and he's going to take the Solicitor General and do it. 

All right. How many men on the Commission are we going to hare? 

Well, if you had Dulles and the General, and two from the House, two from 
the Senate, then the Chief Justice. . 

Who do you think of as the General ? 

Oaly one I ean think of end I don't know many of those fallows... is Horstadt.. 
e # • e if 1 had any idea who w« wanted, « » 

So 1 thought we'd probably hare to take Eastland and the ranking minority 
member of the Judiciary Committee and similarly on the House but maybe 
not. . . it wouldn't necessarily be Judiciary Committee. . 

Yes, bug Seller. . God 1 hate to. . . what would you think about John McCoyf ?) 
instead of General Koretadt 1 

1 think timt’d be great, .he's a wonderful man. .and a very dear friend of mine 
. .I’m deroted to him. 

Let's think along that line, .now, can we do this by Executive Order. 

Tee sir. 

Can we infringe upon the Congress in any way in doing it. . . reflect on them 
in any way? 
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J* ^ '~ VlX ^ lQ ^-B$a«a acting wi**ly for * cte^«. , . j -■■< ■ 

**••«*••* thing. Mr. Prc.id.afc, for ttem Ld fo* ST^ry. 


Who avoid you think .boat in fcte S*a*to? Pd . wtel* lot 
. . ted to tea.. . . Maabodj Mho that. . . tha t i. Chairman 
tea. Ru*»*ll than EmitUaL 


• nui 2 wnU hmrm 
• • would ntktr 


Oh, I avoid 1 too. Too sir. . .for anything. . .Pd ratter tea* him for moot 
anything . that would h® *ood*rful if that coaid te arranged. I didn't think 
about that teeaaca I thought it would b*. . 


Pd Ilk. to ham Rn.a.11 and Cooper. . ,b« my two. 

££ Wd b. ™r..l«.. . .Imply . „ tb . Hhm id. „ „i, ... 


^uncVd * £££ Z*:™ * «"* »« *»» 

Well, that's whst I thfloght mayb. this void hip ,1 It * through 

What do you tea* to g«t through? 

“* *'”•"**• ““ “-r*U *> tM. I. U.« .1 . Wt. .1 Ho... 

Wall, h*». agr**dto that.. 

That 1 , wond* rful 


JS»£2n?.s 

I wold thlak J.rry ih. ' ' , *" T * W " 

u “ t ’ u *i»«. . a. utu. id ci tutu. . . .hi hi»j 
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I don't know whether he'd take it or not. . . Tu, I think that'd he ps wtty 
I don't know whether we'd g«t away. . . It might fea a slap tt Mo if we did 
that. . 


s? 


That 1 * what I’m afraid of. . 


Might ba. .ought to Hale and MeCulLmch. . 

Tea air. . .1 wonder If wa aren't a tuck with Hale 

la heard to say "Mae, write thoaa bum down for me before X forget them 
. . . wa hare the Chief Justice . . John Me Clay and Alien XMlas. . . that's three. . 
we'll try to get Jerry Ford ae a Republican and Hale Boggs a a a Democrat. . 
in the House, .then we'll try to get Russell and Goopor.. 

Now I don't know the Chief Justice may not want te do tide bat I'll — >* 

Nick Immediately and see if he’s got a report yet. He should hare gone 
orer there right away. . 1 really gare him the hot-foot. . 

Well, they're already announced It. . you call him back and see what the 
hell Is happening. . 

Who's announced It. 

down. . . you see I h ad to tall him what we were conte mplatin g 
. . . ae he got down an the floor of the House. . in me jerk get up en d said 
something. . so he thought he had to show his knowledge. » 

Oh. Lord. I thought you meant he'd just a mo usee the House was going to 
Inrestlgsie. . , 

Well, no, he announced there was going to be a high-level commission 


AF I see 


LBJ 


AF 


LBJ 

AT 

LBJ 


That's why I'm waiting. . .and 1 don't know. X gaase we hare to te these 
fellows before we announce we're going to appoint them, don't we? 

Tea air 

AH right. Ged, Pm not much.... 1 think we ought to order them tod# it 
and let them bellyache. , 

Thank you el r. 

Too call me, now. Bye 
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